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Plano, Richardson restaurant
owners giving away 5,000
meals, 5,000 masks Friday
instead of reopening

The two men said they don’t want to lose more friends to
COVID-19.
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Two restaurant owners from Plano and
Richardson are not rushing to reopen their
doors under the new state guidelines
announced Monday by Gov. Greg Abbott.
Instead, they plan to keep providing free food
for local people in need.

Zaid Bayan, co-founder and managing
director of Sara’s Market & Bakery in
Richardson, and Ram Mehta, co-owner of In-
Fretta restaurants in Plano and Irving, are
giving away 5,000 meals and 5,000
protective face masks Friday.
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The event, which they’re calling
#EveryoneEatz, is from noon to 3 p.m. at
Sara’s, 750 S. Sherman Street in Richardson.
Other businesses are also involved, including
WellHealth, which will conduct free COVID-
19 tests from noon to 1:30 p.m.
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Want to get happy? Try helping
others

BY Ghe Ballis flai g Neos

“As much as these closures have affected our
business financially, we don’t want to lose
any more people,” Bayan said. “Our focus
now is to continue growing the
#EveryoneEatz campaign to support our

communities’ most vulnerable.”

RESTAURANT NEWS

Plano restaurant
giving away free
meals despite
economic impact of
coronavirus crisis
BY TERI WEBSTER

Mehta said he is also focusing on safety and
helping others.

“We don’t want to take a chance because we,
our staff and customer safety is of utmost
importance even if it’s at the cost of losing
some sales,” he said. “We will continue the
#EveryoneEatz event, feeding 8,000 to
9,000 people weekly.”

Mehta’s In-Fretta restaurant in Plano is
giving away about 200 free pizzas a day, and
the Irving location is giving out about 90 to
community members in need, he said. He is
also focusing his business on curbside pickup

orders and deliveries.

Bayan said the grocery side of his business
will continue operating under state and local
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guidelines, which include social distancing
and more cleaning and sanitizing. The
restaurant portion will continue to limit

orders to curbside and delivery only, he said.

Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere said Abbott’s
order gradually reopening businesses “shows
prudence coupled with a cautious approach,”
but he asked residents to remain

PUBLIC HEALTH

Plano mayor says
Gov. Greg Abbott’s
plan ‘shows
prudence,’ but he
asks residents to be
vigilant

BY TERI WEBSTER

Several Plano restaurants plan to reopen to
diners Friday night, including Mexican
Sugar, Whiskey Cake, Haywire and Sixty
Vines, Randy Dewitt, CEO of Front
Burner restaurants, told The Dallas

Morning News. They will operate on a

reservation-only basis to prevent groups
from gathering in the lobbies, Dewitt said.

Ida Claire in Addison and The Ranch at Las
Colinas will reopen as well. The group’s other
Plano restaurants — Legacy Hall and The
Keeper — will remain closed.
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The latest
coronavirus case
numbers in Plano,
plus resources for
residents during the
pandemic

BY TERI WEBSTER

The
LA, Dall
PLANO X,

Sign up below to receive top Plano news on real estate
dining, schools, sports, events and more. Delivered stre
inbox.

Email*

Type your email

RICHARDSON

Sign up below to receive top Richardson news on real ¢
dining, schools, sports, events and more. Delivered stre
inbox.

Email*

Type your email

https://www.dallasnews.com/food/restaurant-news/2020/04/28/plano-richardson-restaurant-owners-giving-away-5000-meals-5000-masks-friday-instea...  6/9


https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/03/16/whats-closed-postponed-or-canceled-in-plano-because-of-coronavirus-and-other-updates/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/03/16/whats-closed-postponed-or-canceled-in-plano-because-of-coronavirus-and-other-updates/
https://www.dallasnews.com/author/writerteriw@gmail.com

8/11/2020 Plano, Richardson restaurant owners giving away 5,000 meals, 5,000 masks Friday instead of reopening

f = g

Connect with needs and opportunities from

The Dallas Morning News
Get immediate access to organizations and people
need your help or can provide help during the Corc

How Can You Help?

| NEED VOLUNTEERS | CAN Vi

AR We are proud to partner witt
v Neighbor Campaign to mobi
communities across the cour

BEANEGHBR | o

Teri Webster. Teri Webster is a freelancer
covering Plano for The Dallas Morning
News. She has worked as a staff writer
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outlets and is a regular contributor to
Fort Worth Weekly. Email story tips to
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